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Sawin, of Wendell, Massachusetts, accompanying a brief 
manuscript History of that town, prepared by him. 

Voted, To refer the letter and History to the Publishing Committee 
of Vol. I., fourth series.* 

The Standing Committee nominated Rev. William 
Barry, of Lowell, for Resident Member, vice Hon. George 
Bancroft, who has removed from the State. 

Present — Appleton, Bartlett, Budington, Davis, 
Deane, Felt, R. Frothingham, Jr., J. C. Gray, Hoar, 
Jenks, Paige, Robbins, Savage, Shurtleff, Sibley, Tick- 
nor, Webb, Willard, Worcester, and Young. 



MONTHLY MEETING, January, 1850. 

Thursday, Jan. 31, 1850, 12 m. The Society held 
their stated meeting. 

In the absence of the President and Recording Secre- 
tary, Hon. Edward Everett was chosen President pro 
tern., and Dr. Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, Recording 
Secretary pro tern. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Librarian communicated donations from Messrs. 
James S. Loring, Albert G. Browne, Joseph Leonard, 
J. Ingersoll Bowditch, William Thaddeus Harris, Don 
Lucas Alaman, Rev. Louis Dwight, Rev. William R. 

* This manuscript, of some twenty pages in small quarto, is entitled " Brief 
Chronology of Wendell, Massachusetts, from 1734 to 1800 inclusive." It was 
not printed in the Society's Collections. Mr. Sawin's letter states the circum- 
stances under which the manuscript was written, and calls attention to some 
neglected sources of history. — Eds. 
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Rogers, Rev. William Barry, Rev. Dr. Cogswell, Rev. 
Edward Hooker, and the New Jersey Historical Society, 
and from Messrs. R. Frothingham, Jr., Winthrop, Jarvis, 
Savage, Webb, Worcester, and Davis, of the Society. 

The Committee to whom was referred, in December, 
1847, the expediency of so publishing the future vol- 
umes of the Society's Collections that a part of the im- 
pression should not be designated as volumes of the 
Society's Collections ; and also to consider whether the 
Society can advantageously make any other change in 
the mode or form of their publications, reported against 
the same, — which report was accepted.* 

The Librarian, in behalf of Judge Wood, of New 
Haven, Connecticut, presented a written request for 

* Mr. Savage's report is as follows : — 

" The Committee to whom was referred in December, 1847, the expediency 
of so publishing the future volumes of the Society's Collections that a part 
of the impression should not be designated as volumes of the Society's Collec- 
tions ; and also to consider whether the Society can advantageously make any 
other change in the mode or form of their publications, having duly considered 
the subjects referred to them, report, — 

" That before the finishing of the volume in the press when the Committee 
was appointed, being Vol. X. of the third series, it seemed wholly unnecessary 
to make report, as this volume was to supply index to the preceding nine, and 
no action was in contemplation that could prevent the ensuing publications of 
the Society from following the former course, or assuming a new one ; that no 
general ground of expediency is apparent for the issue of our volumes, as pro- 
posed, without notice on the title-page or in binding that they are published 
by the Massachusetts Historical Society, and that the numeral is a true numeral, 
inasmuch as no extended circulation could follow from such device, nor is any 
matter of popular interest buried in our volume so as to be hidden from the 
general knowledge, though it appear in Vol. I. of the fourth series : our pub- 
lications are works of reference, not of temporary perusal. On the other part 
of the subject, the Committee report that the Society can advantageously make 
no other change in the mode or form of their publications : if issued in the shape 
of newspapers, it is not very probable that a sale for a dozen copies could be 
assured. 

" Respectfully submitted. 

" Per order. James Savage. 

"January, 1850." Eds. 
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permission to make such extracts from the Trumbull 
manuscripts in the possession of the Society as he may 
deem appropriate for a work he has in preparation. 
Whereupon, 

Voted, That leave be granted, pursuant to the regulations concerning 
manuscripts adopted at the September meeting, 1849. 

Rev. William Barry, of Lowell, was elected a Resi- 
dent Member, in place of Hon. George Bancroft, who 
has removed from the State, — Messrs. Young and 
Adams, Scrutinizing Committee. 

Hon. F. C. Gray sent to the meeting a nomination of 
Hon. George Bancroft, of the city of New York, for 
Corresponding Member, and Mr. Prescott a like nomi- 
nation of Don Lucas Alaman, of Mexico. 

Voted, That the Society's rooms be kept open for the current year 
by the Librarian, on the usual terms. 

Judge White, from the Third Section, made remarks 
upon a small manuscript volume, formerly the property 
of Rev. Charles Morton, of Charlestown, to which he 
had appended a written description, and which he pre- 
sented to the Society.* 

* Judge White's description of the volume presented by him is as follows : 
" Morton's Book. 

" This curious old manuscript volume contains some records of a ministerial 
association in England, and also of a similar association here, and was evidently 
brought to New England by the Rev. Charles Morton, his name being the only 
one found among the members of both associations. He was probably the 
leading member in both, as the Rules and Regulations are in his handwriting, 
and he appears to have been most constant in his attendance at meetings of the 
association in this country His intimate relation to this ancient volume gives 
it an additional interest. 

" The earliest record in the volume bears the date of Sept. 11, 1655, stating 
the formation of an association of ministers at Bodmin, in Cornwall, ' for pro- 
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Mr. Ticknor, from the same Section, remarked upon 
the authorship of the eclogue on the death of Rev. Mr. 
Mayhew. 

moting the gospel, and our mutual assistance and furtherance in that great 
work.' By the Rules then adopted they were to have monthly meetings, at 
each of which a moderator was to be chosen for the next meeting, whose duty 
it was to begin with prayer, to propose matters to be debated, &c. The mem 
bers were bound ' to submit to the counsel, reproofs, and censures of the breth- 
ren so associated and assembled, in all things in the Lord,' and not to ' relinquish 
the association nor forsake the appointed meetings, without giving sufficient 
reason for the same.' 

" The few records of the association in England relate mostly to examining 
and ordaining candidates for the ministry, supplying destitute places with occa- 
sional preaching, affording advice, &c. One of the questions debated was, ' An 
examinatio membrorum sit necessaria ad participationem crenae dominicae ? ' 
But the questions are not generally stated in the records, nor the results of the 
debate given, except so far as they may have been embodied in the more par- 
ticular Rules and Regulations adopted several years after the first meeting, and 
by Mr. Morton transcribed into the book, covering nearly a dozen pages. Very 
few proceedings appear to have been had after this transaction. The last date 
is May 4, 1659, and a meeting is announced for the first Tuesday of July, but 
no record of such a meeting is made. The restoration of Charles II. was at 
hand, and the association doubtless soon broke up. The following is a list of 
the names of the members of the association in England, some of which, how- 
ever, I cannot clearly ascertain, though others may. 

" Nicho. Leverton, James Forbes, Tho. Travers, William Treis, Charles 
Morton, Ja. Innes, Jonathan Wills, Sam. May, *Rich. Mungry, * Francis (?) 
Harrison, William White, John Tutchin, Nathaniel Tingcomb, Stephen Revell, 
Thomas Hearne, *Job Weall, Richard Patten, Henry Flamanck, * Benedict 
Morse, Samuel Tapper, * Thomas Philpe, Otho Whitehorne, Jos. Halsey, * Ric. 
Kilbee, * Thomas Hancock, * Huinf ry Betty. 

"All these, excepting those with a mark (*) prefixed, are found mentioned 
in Calamy's 'Nonconformist's Memorial' (Palmer's ed. 1775), in the account 
there given of ' ministers ejected or silenced in the county of Cornwall.' Some 
of them are represented as eminent for their learning and piety, but none more 
so than Charles Morton, the rector of Blissland, Cornwall. He was of Wad- 
ham College, Oxford, and, while a Fellow of the College, distinguished for his 
mathematical genius. After his ejectment from the rectory of Blissland, he 
was induced to undertake the teaching of academical learning at Newington 
Green, near London, and continued about twenty years in that employment, 
' when he was so infested by processes from the Bishop's Court that he was 
forced to desist.' Dr. Calamy, in his ' Continuation,' &c, gives entire Mr. 
Morton's learned and spirited vindication against the charge of breaking his 
University oath by thus teaching academical learning, — an able treatise, which 
will never cease to be interesting to scholars. In connection with this ( Vol. I. 
of the ' Continuation,' p. 198), Dr. Calamy has published Mr. Morton's 'Advice 
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Voted, That Messrs. R. Frothingliam, Jr., Felt, and Paige be a 
committee to confer with the American Antiquarian Society in refer- 
ence to printing the Massachusetts Colonial Records. 

to Candidates for the Ministry,' which abounds with excellent counsel, expressed 
in the best spirit and manner. The substance of Dr. Calamy's account of Mr. 
Morton has been printed in our Historical Collections (second series, Vol. I. 
p. 158), as well as sketches of his character from Dunton's Life and Errors, 
Penhallow's Diary, &c. President Quincy, also, in his History of Harvard 
University, has paid a just tribute to his memory. 

" Mr. Morton came to New England in the summer of 1686, invited, it is said, 
to take the presidency of Harvard College, instead of which, however, he be- 
came minister of the church in Charlestown. Here, too, as in old England, 
' he undertook the teaching of academical learning,' and it is rather remarkable 
that his fame as a teacher should have caused uneasiness to the University gov- 
ernors here, as it had done there, and that here, too, he should have been thus 
led to desist from his noble employment. 

" The association here was doubtless formed at Mr. Morton's instigation. 
The first record is in his handwriting, and dated ' At Charlestown, Oct. 13, 1690.' 
The Rules adopted were those of the English association, with several addi- 
tional Rules. They were subscribed by the following clergymen, most of whose 
names are familiar to us, but of one of them, Benjamin Woodbridge, I find no 
account. 

"Charles Morton, James Allen, Michael Wigglesworth, Joshua Moody, 
Samuel Willard, John Bailey, Nathaniel Gookin, Cotton Mather, Nehemiah 
Walter, Jabez Fox, John Fox, Jonathan Peirpont, James Sherman, Benjamin 
Woodbridge, Benjamin Colman, I. Mather, Henry Gibbs, Benjamin Wadsworth, 
William Brattle, Samuel Angier, Eben. Pemberton, Thomas Bridge. 

" The meetings were to be held ' constantly at the College, in Cambridge, on 
Monday, nine o'clock in the morning, once in every six weeks.' The first 
meeting there was Oct. 20, 1690. For several years the names of those present 
were recorded, and that of Mr. Morton is invariably found among them. He 
died April 11, 1698, aetatis seventy-two. Not long after his death the book 
seems to have grown into disuse, though kept in the possession of the associa- 
tion. The last meeting mentioned at which any question was debated was 
'7 d. 2 m. 1701'; but, after several blank leaves, we find another meeting 
stated, with the names of eight present, and the question proposed, with the 
name of ' the Rev. Samuel Willard chosen moderator for the ensuing year.' 
This was Sept. 6, 1703, and the last record, excepting (near the end of the 
book) a circular letter from 'Samuel Willard, Moderator,' dated 'Cambridge, 
Nov. 6, 1704,' enclosing a copy of proposals of a convention of ministers in 
Boston, June 1, 1704, urging upon ministers the importance of an earnest 
parochial visiting among their people, &c. From forty to fifty questions appear 
to have been discussed by the association, according to these records, and the 
results given, sometimes elaborately, always deliberately and with care, filling 
about half the book, the other half still being blank leaves. The subject of moral 
reform is first taken up and earnestly attended to, but the questions mostly re- 
late to ecclesiastical affairs and pastoral duties, together with various curious 
vol. ii. 29 
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Present — Adams, Davis, Deane, Ellis, Everett, Felt, 
Francis, N. L. Frothingham, R. Frothingham, Jr., Hil- 
lard, Jenks, Lincoln, Livermore, Lunt, Paige, Quincy, 
Shattuck, Shurtleff, Sibley, Ticknor, White, "Worcester, 
and Young. 



MONTHLY MEETING. 

Thursday, Feb. 28, 1850, 12 m. The Society held 
their stated meeting. 

In the absence of the President, Hon. Judge White 
was chosen President pro tern. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Librarian communicated donations from Messrs. 
Charles H. Brown, Edward Jarvis, Stephen Baker, 
Artemas Simonds, S. Abbott Lawrence, Dr. J. V. C. 
Smith, Rev. R. M. Chapman, Rev. Baron Stow, D.D., 
Rev. Charles Burroughs, D.D. ; also from Messrs. Austin, 
Savage, Winthrop, Davis, Deane, Young, and Webb, of 
the Society. 

Hon. George Bakcroft, of the City and State of 
New York, and Don Lucas Alaman, of Mexico, were 
elected Corresponding Members, — Messrs. Austin and 
Sibley, Scrutinizing Committee. 

speculations of the time. Mr. Morton introduced inquiries how the College 
might be made greater and better, &c, but what he effected by it does not 
appear. The subjects discussed were generally such as were more important 
then than now, but it is still interesting to know what was then deemed import- 
ant, and the manner in which important questions were treated. The expres- 
sion of opinions, too, is not unimportant in an historical view, for opinions expressed 
become historical facts." — Eds. 
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Voted, That the Librarian be a committee to procure a new carpet 
for the room, a new covering for the table, and to cause all such 
repairs to be made as may be necessary to put the room in a respect- 
able condition. 

The Corresponding Secretary communicated a letter 
from Rev. William Barry, of Lowell, accepting his elec- 
tion as a Resident Member of the Society. 

Mr. Felt, in behalf of Mr. Eli Taintor, of Lee, com- 
municated a letter from that gentleman, requesting per- 
mission to have copied sundry papers from the Trumbull 
manuscripts, as designated in his letter, to enable him 
to obtain a pension for an elderly person. Whereupon, 

Voted, That liberty be granted on the conditions set forth in Article 
VII. of the Regulations for the preservation of the Society's manu- 
scripts adopted at the September meeting, 1849. 

Present — Austin, Davis, Deane, Felt, Francis, Jenks, 
Lamson, Livermore, Paige, Quincy, Shattuck, Shurtleff, 
Sibley, Webb, White, Willard, Worcester, and Young. 



MONTHLY MEETING. 

Thursday, March 28, 1850, 12 m. The Society held 
their stated meeting, — the President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Librarian communicated donations from Messrs. 
Samuel A. Green, James D. Green, John Daggett, 
Joseph T. Buckingham, Dr. Edward Jarvis, Master 
Richard Heuston, the United States Government, and 
from Messrs. Winthrop, Webb, Wheatland, and Sibley, 
of the Society. 
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The Corresponding Secretary communicated a letter 
from Major Graham, of the United States Army, stating 
the loss of his diploma by fire, and requesting that a 
new diploma of his membership may be issued ; which 
was 

Voted accordingly. 

Voted, That Mr. Sibley have leave to take from the Library the 
" Massachusetts Spy " for 1784, to be returned at or before the next 

April meeting. 

Messrs. Livermore and Webb were appointed a com- 
mittee on the Treasurer's accounts. 

Present — The President, Adams, Austin, Davis, Felt, 
Francis, E. Frothingham, Jr., Livermore, Shattuck, 
Shurtleff , Sibley, Webb, Willard, Worcester, and Young. 



ANNUAL MEETING, April, 1850. 

Thursday, April 25, 1850, 12 m. The Society held 
their stated meeting, — the President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Librarian communicated donations from Messrs. 
William G. Brooks, E. B. Corwin, Esq., J. Hammond 
Trumbull, Rev. Charles Brooks, Dr. Edward Jarvis, 
Dr. Henry G. Clark, Messrs. Samuel A. Green and 
Robert Sears, Colonel J. D. Graham, United States 
Army, the State of New York, the American Philosophi- 
cal Society, and from Messrs. Greenleaf and Winthrop, 
of the Society. 

Dr. Webb, from the Committee on the Treasurer's 
accounts for the last year, in the absence of Mr. Liver- 
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more, the other member of the Committee, reports an 
examination thereof, and 

That the accounts are accurately kept, properly vouched, 
and correctly cast, and that there appears on the books a 
balance to the credit of the Society of one hundred and seven- 
teen j 3 ^ dollars on general account, and one hundred and fifty- 
one -;$> dollars on book account.* 

Thomas H. Webb. 

April 25, 1850. 

The Society then proceeded to ballot for officers for 
the ensuing year, and Messrs. Sibley and Deane were 
appointed a committee to collect, assort, and count the 
votes, and they reported as follows, viz. : — 

That the whole number of votes for all the officers, except 
the Standing Committee, was 18, — that Messrs. Savage 
for President, Willard for Recording Secretary, Young for 
Corresponding Secretary, and Felt for Librarian, had each 
18 votes, and that R. Frothingham, Jr., for Treasurer, and 
Davis for Cabinet-Keeper, had each 17 votes. 

Also, that for Standing Committee the whole number of 
votes was 17, — that F. C. Gray had 17 votes ; Francis, 16 ; 
Young, 12; Ticknor, 15; Willard, 16; Shurtleff, 4; and 
N. L. Frothingham, 2. 

Whereupon the following gentlemen were declared 
to be chosen, viz. : — 



* The receipts for the year were $595.75. Of this sum $312.75 were from 
the sale of three shares in the Western Railroad Corporation ; $12 from divi- 
dends ; $100 from a bequest of Professor Dean, who was chosen a Correspond- 
ing Member in October, 1831 ; and $171 from admission fees and assessments. 
The payments amounted to $725.89. Of this sum $199.03 were for the balance 
of the cost of printing Vol. X. of the third series of the Collections ; $350 to 
David Pulsifer for making the index ; $100 to Mr. Felt for services as Librarian ; 
$43.87 for taxes ; and $32.99 for miscellaneous expenses. — Eds. 
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JAMES SAVAGE President. 

JOSEPH WILLARD Recording Secretary. 

ALEXANDER YOUNG Corresponding Secretary. 

JOSEPH B. PELT Librarian. 

RICHARD FROTHINGHAM, Jr. . . . Treasurer. 

ISAAC P. DAVIS Cabinet-Keeper. 

FRANCIS C GRAY 



CONVERS FRANCIS 
ALEXANDER YOUNG 
GEORGE TICKNOR 
JOSEPH WILLARD 



- Standing Committee. 



No communications were received from the members 
of the Third Section. 

Present — The President, Austin, Blagden, Davis, 

Deane, Everett, Felt, R. Frothingham, Jr., F. C. Gray, 

Jenks, Lunt, Shattuck, Shurtleff, Sibley, Sparks, Webb, 

White, Willard, and Young. 

Joseph Willard, 

Recording Secretary. 



MONTHLY MEETING. 

Thursday, May 30, 1850, 12 m. The Society held 
their stated meeting, — the President in the chair. 

In the absence of the Recording Secretary, Richard 
Frothingham, Jr., was chosen Recording Secretary pro 
tern. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Librarian communicated donations from Messrs. 
Samuel A. Green, William G. Brooks, James Lenox, 
Dr. Edward Jarvis, Alexander Vattemare, the Govern- 
ment of the United States, the New York Historical 
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Society, Brown University, and from Messrs. Wheatland, 
Greenleaf, Winthrop, and Shurtleff, of the Society. 

The Corresponding Secretary communicated a letter 
from Thomas Donaldson, of Baltimore, accepting his 
election as Honorary Member of the Society. 

The President nominated J. Hammond Trumbull, 
Esq., of Hartford, Connecticut, for election as a Corre- 
sponding Member of the Society. 

No communications were received from the members 
of the First Section. 

Present — The President, Barry, Davis, Deane, Felt, 
Francis, R. Frothingham, Jr., J. C. Gray, Hoar, Liver- 
more, Paige, Sears, Shaw, Shurtleff, Sibley, Ticknor, 
Webb, White, Worcester, and Young. 



MONTHLY MEETING. 

Thursday, June 27, 1850, 12 m. The Society held 
their stated meeting. 

In the absence of the President, Hon. Nathan Apple- 
ton was chosen President pro tern. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Librarian communicated donations from Solomon 
Williams, Esq., Hon. J. Rockwell, Rev. Samuel H. 
Riddel, William G. Brooks, Esq., Mr. William H. Den- 
net, and from Messrs. Shurtleff, Winthrop, Webb, Davis, 
and Everett, of the Society. 

J. Hammond Trumbull, Esq., of Hartford, Con- 
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necticut, was unanimously elected as a Corresponding 
Member. 

A communication having been received from Mr. 
Winthrop, requesting that the Collections of the Society 
may be presented to the Maryland Historical Society, 
and they having received but Vols. VIII., IX., and X., 
of the third series, it was, on motion of the Librarian, 

Voted, That the remaining volumes of the Collections, excepting 
Vols. VIII. and IX. of the first series, be presented to the Maryland 
Society, with the future volumes as they shall be published, and the 
excepted volumes to be presented whenever a new edition shall be 
printed. 

No communications were received from the members 
of the Second Section. 

Present — Appleton, Blagden, Davis, Everett, Felt, 
R. Frothingham, Jr., J. C. Gray, Jenks, Livermore, 
Minot, Paige, Robbins, Shurtleff, White, and Willard. 



MONTHLY MEETING. 

Thursday, July 25, 1850, 12 m. The Society held 
their stated meeting. 

In the absence of the President and Recording Secre- 
tary, Judge White was chosen President pro tern., and 
R. Frothingham, Jr., Recording Secretary pro tern. 

In the absence of the Librarian, no donations were 
communicated. 

No communications were received from the members 
of the Third Section. 
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Present — Adams, Barry, Davis, Deane, R. Frothing- 
ham, Jr., J. C. Gray, Livermore, Paige, Shurtleff, Webb, 
and White. 



MONTHLY MEETING. 

Thursday, Aug. 29, 1850, 12 m. The Society held 
their stated meeting. 

In the absence of the President, Hon. Samuel Hoar 
was chosen President pro tern. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Librarian communicated donations from the 
New Hampshire Historical Society, New Jersey Histori- 
cal Society, Messrs. Samuel A. Green, Samuel Hazard, 
Stephen Baker, J. Wingate Thornton, William G. Brooks, 
Johnson Colby, John Davis, Moses Kimball, Josiah Curtis, 
Rev. Horatio Alger, David Pulsifer, Ellis Ames, the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and also from Messrs. 
Deane, Livermore, Chandler, Everett, Davis, and Win- 
throp, of the Society. 

No communications were received from the members 
of the First Section. 

Present — Barry, Davis, Deane, Felt, R. Frothing- 
ham, Jr., Hoar, Jenks, Livermore, Paige, Quincy, Rob- 
bins, Shattuck, Shurtleff, and Willard. 
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MONTHLY MEETING. 

Thursday, Sept. 26, 1850, 12 M. The Society held 
their stated meeting. 

In the absence of the President, Rev. Mr. Paige was 
elected President pro tern. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Librarian communicated donations from the 
American Antiquarian Society, the Maryland Historical 
Society, the New York Society Library, Redwood Li- 
brary of Newport, Rhode Island, Rev. Samuel Wolcott, 
Messrs. Samuel A. Green, William H. Dennet, Joseph 
T. Buckingham, Samuel G. Drake, the City of Roxbury, 
and from Messrs. Quincy, Harris, Adams, Appleton, and 
Everett, of the Society. 

Mr. J. C. Gray, of the Second Section, suggested for 
consideration the subject of the origin of towns in New 
England as municipal institutions ; upon which an inci- 
dental discussion of much interest ensued. 

Present — Appleton, Barry, Davis, Deane, Felt, R. 
Prothingham, Jr., J. C. Gray, Lamson, Livermore, 
Lunt, Paige, Robbins, Shattuck, Shurtleff, Willard, and 
Young. 
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MONTHLY MEETING. 

Thursday, Oct. 31, 1850, 12 m. The Society held 
their stated meeting, — the President in the chair. 

In the absence of the Eecording Secretary, Mr. Sib- 
let was chosen Recording Secretary pro tern. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Librarian communicated donations from Messrs. 
Samuel A. Green, James S. Loring, William Palfrey, 
Hon. H. H. Sibley, of Minnesota, the State of Connec- 
ticut, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, Dr. 
Nathan Allen, Dr. Edward Jarvis, and from Messrs. 
Winthrop, R. Frothingham, Jr., Lincoln, and Sibley, of 
the Society. 

On the written request of Mr. Elijah Clark, of 
Brighton, 

Voted, That he be allowed by the Librarian to take a copy of a 
letter from Timothy Pickering, Quartermaster- General, to Governor 
Trumbull, contained in Vol. XIII., p. 94, of the " Trumbull Manu- 
scripts," for the purpose named in his letter on file. 

On the written request of Dr. Shurtleff, of the So- 
ciety, 

Voted, That he be allowed to copy, for the purpose of printing, a 
letter and accompanying manuscripts contained in the " Mather Man- 
uscripts," in the Cabinet of the Society, touching the death of his 
ancestor, William Shurtleff. 

Mr. Shattuck, from the Third Section, read biograph- 
ical sketches of Rev. John White, and of John White, 
the Counsellor.* 

* These sketches are printed in 4 Collections, II. 215-220. — Eds. 
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The President read a communication from Rev. Joseph 
Hunter, of London, containing the names of emigrants 
to New England in April and June, 1632, and April and 
May, 1637.* 

The Corresponding Secretary read a letter from the 
Corresponding Secretary of the Maryland Historical 
Society, acknowledging the receipt of the volumes of 
the Collections of this Society, and expressing a purpose 
of reciprocating by forwarding the publications of the 
Maryland Historical Society. 

Present — The President, Appleton, Barry, Davis, 
Everett, Felt, R. Frothingham, Jr., F. C. Gray, Green- 
leaf, Hillard, Livermore, Paige, Robbins, Sears, Shattuck, 
Ticknor, White, Winthrop, Worcester, and Young. 



MONTHLY MEETING. 

Thursday, Nov. 21, 1850, 12 m. The stated day for 
the November meeting on the 28th instant falling on 
Thanksgiving Day, the monthly meeting for this month 
was held this day, — the President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Librarian communicated donations from Messrs. 
Samuel A. Green, William T. Eustis, Bickford Pulsifer, 
Dr. Usher Parsons, John G. Locke, the New Jersey His- 
torical Society, and Messrs. Shurtleff and Winthrop, of 
the Society. 

* This communication, under the title of " More Gleanings for New Eng- 
land History," was printed in 4 Collections, I. 91-101. — Eds. 
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On the written request of Captain Bickford Pulsi- 
fer, Jr., 

Voted, That he have leave to copy " a letter of Rev. Hugh Adams, 
of Braintree, contained in a volume of papers from 1701-1720." 

A communication was received from Mr. John M. 
Bernhisel, of the Territory of Utah, appointed by the 
President of the United States to procure a library for 
that Territory, under the appropriation made for that 
purpose by Congress at the last session, requesting con- 
tributions of books, &c, for that object.* 

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Everett, 

Voted, That the Librarian be requested to furnish, at the Society's 
next meeting, a list of such books and pamphlets, of which the Society 
possess two or more copies, as may be conveniently spared. 

Mr. Everett, from the First Section, presented to 
the Society a copy of a Diary kept by Mr. Thomas 
Newell, of Boston, from 1773 to the end of 1774, and 
accompanied his donation with an explanation of the 
mode in which he ascertained the reading of such parts 
of the Diary as were in cipher.! 

Mr. Barry, from the same Section, introduced for 
the consideration of the meeting the insecure and de- 
caying condition of many of the municipal records of 
our towns, &c. 

After some discussion, on motion of Mr. Everett, it 

was 

Voted, That a committee of three be appointed to consider and 
report on the subject of the preservation of the ancient records of our 

* Mr. Bernhisel's communication was a circular letter, on file, soliciting 
contributions for a library. — Eds. 
t See p. 467, note t- — Eds. 
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towns, proprietaries, and counties, with reference to presenting a me- 
morial to the Legislature for effecting their better security. 

Messrs. Hoar, J. C. Gray, and Barry were appointed 
the committee. 

Mr. Davis, from the First Section, presented a manu- 
script of Titcomb, a soldier under Colonel Rogers, 

the ranger, in 1756, with sundry memoranda of subse- 
quent years.* 

Present — The President, Appleton, Barry, Davis, 
Everett, Felt, J. C. Gray, R. Frothingham, Jr., Hoar, 
Livermore, Paige, Sears, Shurtleff, Willard, and Young. 



MONTHLY MEETING. 

Thursday, Dec. 26, 1850, 12 m. The Society held 
their stated meeting, — the President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Librarian communicated donations from Messrs. 
Samuel A. Green, J. D. Graham, Charles F. Harvey, 
Charles Atwood, Dr. Edward Jarvis, Rev. Francis Park- 
man, Rev. Frederick A. Whitney, the State of New 
York, and from Mr. Winthrop, of the Society. 

Mr. Hoar, from the Committee on the subject of the 
better preservation of the municipal records of towns, 
&c, made a report, accompanied with a draft of a me- 
morial to the Legislature of the Commonwealth. Where- 
upon, 



* We find no clue to such a " manuscript " or such " memoranda " in the 
Society's Library or in the Donation Book. — Eds. 
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Voted, That the report be accepted, and that Richard Frothingham, 
Jr., Esq., be a committee to present the memorial to the Legislature, 
and use his efforts to enforce the same.* 



* The following is a copy of Mr. Hoar's paper, from the transcript preserved 
on file : — 

" TO THE HONORABLE SEHATE AND HOUSE OP KePRESENTATIVES 

op the Commonwealth op Massachusetts. 
" Humbly show the Massachusetts Historical Society that 

" The careful preservation of public records and documents throughout the 
Commonwealth presents an object worthy the attention of an enlightened 
government. Such records possess a high and increasing interest as memorials 
of the Fathers and Pounders of the Commonwealth, to be preserved with rever- 
ential care. But as materials for illustrating its history, general or local, they 
are invaluable, and should be guarded, as far as possible, by the protection of 
the public law against the decay of time, or the mutilation, injury, or loss to 
which indifference or neglect may expose them. No adequate security, it is 
believed, is now provided for these important historical documents in the exist- 
ing statutes of the Commonwealth. 

" In the case of many of our towns and cities, the necessity of such provision 
has been, to a great extent, obviated by the vigilance and public spirit of the 
municipal authorities themselves. Cases, however, are well known to exist, in 
which the records of towns have been greatly endangered and exposed, either 
by want of suitable protection against fire, by inattention to the proper and 
seasonable binding of ancient books, fast yielding to natural decay, or by the 
improper removal and detention of the public records by unauthorized and 
irresponsible persons. It is believed that suitable enactments meeting such 
cases would contribute essentially to the permanent security and preservation 
of our municipal records, especially at a period when historical inquiries are so 
extensively pursued as now. 

"In the early establishment of our towns, grants were often made by the 
General Court of the townships themselves or of other tracts of land, to a body 
of proprietors, whose records were kept apart from the civil records of the town. 
Common lands have been, in like manner, held as a proprietary interest and 
under a form of proprietary organization, in which the town, in its municipal 
character, had no part. In process of time, such organizations, upon the final 
disposition of their lands, ceased to exist. Their records, in some cases, were 
very properly deposited for safe-keeping with the clerk of the town. In many 
instances, however, they fell into the hands of private and irresponsible indi- 
viduals, resulting in some cases in their serious injury and mutilation; in 
others, in their total loss. It is believed that a provision by statute vesting the 
legal custody of such proprietary records, when not otherwise legally provided 
for, in the authorities of the town, would yet spare to us much valuable infor- 
mation, which, without such provision, must be sooner or later for ever beyond 
recovery. 

*' It may not be unworthy of inquiry in regard to the registries and records 
of churches, parishes, and religious societies, whether the laws of the Common- 
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The Librarian, pursuant to the vote of the last meet- 
ing, laid before the Society a list of such books and 
pamphlets of which the Society possess two or more 
copies. 



wealth should not define the proper authority to hold them in safe-keeping, and, 
when necessary, to certify copies from them, in the event of the extinguish- 
ment of such churches or societies as bodies corporate. Such records are 
worthy of careful preservation, not only for their historical interest: they 
often verify important facts affecting the rights and interests of individuals. 
Many cases, arising under the pension laws of the United States, have depended 
for a decision favorable to the petitioner, solely upon an authenticated entry in 
a church registry. 

" The county records and registries, owing to the difference in the dates of 
the original establishment of the several counties of the Commonwealth, are, 
in some instances, materially incomplete ; much valuable matter of record, and 
that of an early date, connected with the territory prior to its legal establish- 
ment as a county, being in other, and in some instances distant, county offices. 
It being greatly conducive to the public convenience to afford every practica- 
ble facility of access to the public archives, in which the whole community 
possess a common interest, it is submitted whether the County Commissioners 
shall be authorized and instructed, when the public accommodation shall render 
it desirable, to have attested copies prepared by skilful transcribers, of such 
records, registries, or papers, or parts of them, in other county offices, as shall 
afford the desired completeness to their archives, and relieve or assist the labor 
of research. 

" In submitting these suggestions, it is confidently believed that such pro- 
visions as the wisdom of the legislature may devise and ordain in the premises 
will add materially to the value, security, and permanence of those public records 
and historical memorials, which, in all enlightened countries of the earth, are 
revered as an inviolable trust from past ages, to be guarded with the utmost 
vigilance by the supreme authority of the State, and secured by the direct 
sanctions of established law." 

[Appended to the memorial are the following drafts of statutory provisions 
suggested by the writer of the report : — ] 

" 1. It shall be the duty of (the proper authorities) counties, cities, and 
towns in this Commonwealth to have all books of public record or registry 
well and strongly bound, and other papers and documents duly filed and ar- 
ranged in a careful and orderly manner, convenient for examination and refer- 
ence. They shall also provide, at the expense of the county, town, or city, a 
suitable iron-safe or fire-proof vault or apartment, in which the public records 
and other valuable documents shall be deposited and securely kept. 

" 2. It shall be the duty of the county commissioners of the respective 
counties, the city government of cities, and the selectmen of the several towns 
of the Commonwealth, to provide for the particular security and preservation 
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Voted, That the Librarian cause the papers entitled the " Pepperell 
Papers " to be suitably bound and indexed ; and that he also examine 
and prepare for binding all the manuscripts of the Society. 



of ancient records; and in cases where, from any cause, they are liable to 
become worn, mutilated, or illegible, it shall be their duty to have a fair copy 
of such records seasonably taken and duly authenticated by a competent and 
skilful transcriber, at the expense of the county, town, or city, to be preserved 
in like manner as the originals. 

" 3. It shall be the duty of each clerk or register of any county, city, or 
town in this Commonwealth, to keep all records or documents in his sole cus- 
tody ; and in no case, except upon summons in due form of law, to have them 
or cause or permit them to be removed or taken away, under a penalty for each 
offence, of 

" i. All county, city, or town records and files shall be open to public in- 
spection, under the direction of the officers having them in legal custody ; and 
any person who shall be guilty of taking and carrying away any book of 
record, paper, or document, or of defacing, altering, or mutilating the same 
by mark, erasure, cutting, or otherwise, shall forfeit and pay a sum of not less 
than to the use of the Commonwealth. 

" 5. The legal custody of the books of record and other documents of the 
ancient proprietors of townships or of common lands within the cities or towns 
of this Commonwealth, in case such proprietors shall have ceased to be a body 
corporate, shall, when not otherwise legally disposed of or provided for by such 
proprietary body before its dissolution, be vested and held to be in the clerk, 
for the time being, of the city or town in which such lands lay, who may make 
and certify any copies of such records, in the same manner as the clerk of the 
proprietors may have done ; and it shall be the duty of the clerk of any city or 
town to claim such proprietary records and papers, and any person unlawfully 
holding the same, who shall refuse, upon such demand, to surrender them shall 
be punished by a fine 

" 6. That any county, city, or town in this Commonwealth, be authorized, 
when the public convenience shall so require, to have copies taken for their 
own use by a skilful and competent hand, at the expense of such county, city, 
or town, of any original records or parts of the same, or of any papers or 
documents, in the legal custody of any other county, city, or town, which 
copies shall be subject to the like control, care, and regulation as the other 
records and files of such county, city, or town. 

" 7. Any town neglecting or refusing to fulfil the requirements of this actj 
or any one of them, shall forfeit and pay for each offence the sum of 
Any town clerk neglecting or refusing, &c. 

" 8. In case any church or religious society in this Commonwealth shall be 
disbanded or cease to have a legal existence, and the care of the records and 
registries of such church or society shall not have been otherwise provided for 
in due form of law, it shall be the duty of the clerk of such church or society, 
or other person holding such records and registries, to deliver them into the 
custody of the clerk of the city or town in which such church or society was, 
vol. ii. 30 
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No communications were received from the members 
of the Second Section. 

Present — The President, Appleton, Budington, Deane, 
Ellis, Everett, Felt, R. Frothingham, Jr., Hoar, Lamson, 
Shurtleff", Sibley, White, Willard, and Young. 



MONTHLY MEETING, January, 1851. 

Thursday, Jan. 30, 1851, 12 m. The Society held 
their stated meeting, — the President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Librarian communicated donations from Messrs. 
J. Wingate Thornton, Justin Winsor, J. S. Loring, 
Horace Mann, E. C. Herrick, Librarian of Yale College, 
William B. Shedd, William G. Brooks, Don Lucas 
Alaman, of Mexico, Signor Oreste Brizi, of Italy, the 
American Antiquarian Society, the American Philo- 
sophical Society, Mr. J. S. Loring, and from Messrs. 
Harris, Shurtleff, Greenleaf, Wheatland, Robbins, and 
Quincy, of the Society. 

On the written request of Rev. Samuel K. Lothrop, 

Voted, That he be allowed by the Librarian to take a copy of " a 
letter to the undertakers of Brattle Street Church from the Salem 
ministers, objecting to the principles of the manifesto of said under- 
takers, signed by Higginson, Hubbard, and Noyes." Also, a copy of 

who shall hare authority to certify copies from the same; and in case of 
refusal to surrender the same upon due notice and demand by such clerk, the 
offender shall pay a fine not exceeding dollars." 

The result of this memorial of the Society to the Massachusetts Legis- 
lature was the enactment of a law covering the principal points suggested in 
the Keport. See Acts and Resolves for 1851, pp. 655-657. — Eds. 



